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Lots of Images

• All but one drawing from the George Simonson collection (soon donated 

to NPRHA)

• Providers of images in this deck have rights

• Limited copies of this deck provided for personal research purposes only



Agenda

• The Basics – 5 minutes

• Lettering Typefaces – 10 minutes

• Painting & Lettering Drawings – 25 minutes

• Intermission – 5 minutes

• Builders Photos – 35 minutes

• Monads – 5 minutes

• NORTHERN PACIFIC – 5 minutes

• Slogans – 5 minutes



The Basics



The Basics

• Railway Name

• Monad

• Slogan

• Reporting Mark/Car Number

• Capy data (left), Dimension data (right)

• Small stencil lettering – 1”, 1.5” and 2”
Simonson Collection



The Drawings

• NP Painting & Stenciling Drawing will specify a drawing

• Stencil Drawing will show outline, size, location, and 

additional details

• In this case, previous slide drawing 46104 specified drawing 

44928, shown above
Simonson Collection



AAR Rule 30 – Light-Weighing and 

Stenciling

Part “F” - Stenciling

• “Should be in accordance with AAR Standards for Marking and Lettering Cars”

• 9” Reporting Marks

• 7” Car numbers

• 3” Capacity, Load Limit and Light Weight – with 3” spacing

• 3” New or Station Symbol (station where is was re-weighed)

• 3” Date it was reweighed

• Note – ARA illustrations of standards from 1920’s in the Appendix of this deckAAR Interchange Rules - 1969



Northern Pacific Lettering Typefaces
Thank you Rick…



NP Stencil Gothic Typefaces
• Three sizes used by the NP – 1 inch, 1.5 inch, 2 inch

• All three different – note the differences in the “S”, “R” and “G”

• Trivia – South Tacoma had a unique “stencil” machine, resulting in 

another variant

Typefaces developed by Rick Leach



NP Dimensional Data Typeface

• Always on the RIGHT side of the car

• 2“ in height, per AAR

• Typeface was unique to NP

• Mid – 1960s they start dropping the use of the periods

Typeface developed by Rick Leach



NP Capacity Data Typeface

• Always on the LEFT side of the car

• 3” in height, per AAR

• Typeface was unique to NP

• Mid – 1960s they start dropping the use of the periods

Typeface developed by Rick Leach



All different



NP End Numerals
• Unique typeface for end-of-car lettering

• 3 and 4 inches in height

• Typeface somewhat like “Helvetica” shows up in the 1960s

Typeface developed by Rick Leach



NP Gondolas & Hoppers

• Unique typeface for gondolas and hoppers

• Note - two sides not to scale to each other

• Reporting marks and car numbers – 7 inch height, three variations here

• NORTHERN PACIFIC – 6.5 inch height, in a cornucopia of styles… (why?)

Typeface developed by Rick Leach



Painting & Stenciling Drawings
Thank you George and Kent…



NP 9480-9999

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1937, Revision - 1939

• Arched NORTHERN PACIFIC

• Note road name, reporting marks, car number and CAPY all aligned to a 
center line under the “N”

• 36” Monad, up 2/3 from the bottom of side

• Note also paint code, repacked, and notes for grain lines

• A/B door initials (will change soon to L and R). 3.5”
Larry Schrenk Collection



NP 9480-9999

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1937, Revision - 1939

• 4” reporting marks and car number, NP 

letters over the car number

• “B” initial for Brake end, “A” for other

• No wheel, spring travel, or other 

information 

Larry Schrenk Collection



NP 24500-24953, 25000-25999

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1947, Revision - 1948

• Ownership stencil or plate now specified in upper left

• Otherwise, left side stays the same

• “LIFT HANDLE…” now added to door, and L/R side initials

• Interior – grain-fill lines, reporting mark and car number

• First slogan appears!   Main Street of the NorthwestSimonson Collection



NP 24500-24953, 25000-25999

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1947, Revision - 1948

• Reporting marks changed – side by 

side, and 3” height

• 1.5” stencils on air reservoir

• 3” lettering on truck bolster

• “IW WROT STEEL WHEELS” and spring 

travel stencil also specified

Simonson Collection



NP 18000-29000

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1941, Revision - 1951

• Left side remains the same, however right side…

• Monad grows from 36” to 60”

• BLT date gets moved out to the left

Simonson Collection



NP 18000-29000

Boxcar, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1941, Revision - 1951

• 3” reporting mark and car number

• Note side-by-side, not stacked

Simonson Collection



NP 5000-5999, 30000-30988

Boxcar, 50’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1927, Revision - 1951

• CAPY, car numbers, other lettering adjusted for exterior braces

• NORTHERN PACIFIC – Drawing 20059 & 20060

• 8’ 6” radius for NORTHENR PACIFIC vs others at 11’ 3”. But overall 
length still about the same size

• TRANSFER CARDS on both doors

• AUTOMOBILE lettering removed?Simonson Collection



NP 5000-5999, 30000-30988

Boxcar, 50’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1927, Revision - 1951

• 4” reporting mark, car number

• Stacked one above the other unlike 

other 1951 drawing update

• Truck bolster drawing different

Simonson Collection



NP 4700-4999

Boxcar, 50’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1930, Revision - 1951

• Very similar to previous car (better blueprint copy…)

• NORTHERN PACIFC letters grouped differently

• TRANSFER CARDS on the car, not doors

• “L” and “R” next to doors are again 3.5”, unique drawing

Simonson Collection



NP 4700-4999

Boxcar, 50’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1930, Revision - 1951

• 4” reporting mark, 4” car number

• Stacked one above the other unlike 40’ 

boxcar 1951 drawing update

• Truck bolster drawing also different

• No wheel, spring travel, or other 

information despite 1951 date

• “C” letter, unique to end with doors? 

Simonson Collection



NP 91250-91499

Reefer, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1949, Revision - 1950

• 1950, so 36” NP Monad with MSNW slogan

• Additional Reefer lettering - “STAGE ICING” and “INCLUDING ICE”

• Hatch lettering, ever modeled? Challenger or W&R?

• MSNW is 8” in height

Simonson Collection



NP 91250-91499

Reefer, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1949, Revision - 1950

• 4” reporting mark, car number

• 2” SPRG TRAVEL stencil

• 1.5” IW WROT STEEL WHEELS stencil

Simonson Collection



NP 91000-91499

Reefer, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1947, Revision - 1953

• Reefer, so 48” NP Monad

• Appears to be transition from MSNW to “SCENIC ROUTE OF THE…”

• SCENIC ROUTE… height is 6”; detailed positioning relative to Monad

• 2” Stencil Gothic for “FANS STAGE ICING…”

Simonson Collection



NP 91000-91499

Reefer, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1947, Revision - 1953

• 4” reporting mark, car number

• Interesting, no spring travel stencil

• 1.5” IW WROT STEEL WHEELS stencil

Simonson Collection



NP 70050-70199

Hopper, 39’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1932, Revision - 1950

• 6.5” tall NORTHERN PACIFIC, centered. Note possible ghost of previous 

lettering

• 7” road initial and car number, flush to left seam

• 2” DOORS MUST BE CLOSED…

Simonson Collection



NP 70050-70199

Hopper, 39’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1932, Revision - 1950

• 4” reporting mark, car number

• Not much else

• Why this revision? Cover letter

Simonson Collection



NP 70200-70899

Hopper, 36’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1939, Revision - 1950

• 6.5” tall NORTHERN PACIFIC, centered. 

• 7” road initial and car number

• 2” DOORS MUST BE CLOSED…

• Left/Right position of Capy lettering is somewhat ambiguous, but 
vertical is fully specified

• Note use of term “Ownership Stencil”Simonson Collection



NP 70200-70899

Hopper, 36’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1939, Revision - 1950

• 4” reporting mark, car number

• Not much else

Simonson Collection



NP 86750-86849, 86850-86949

Coal – Hart Conv, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1927, Revision - 1951

• 6.5” tall NORTHERN PACIFIC, on panels

• 4” Road initial and number – relatively small

• Rood number appears again on the right

• No “DOOR MUST…” stencil, other oddities in scheme

• Gone by 1960, so “old school” scheme probably applied until the endSimonson Collection



NP 86750-86849, 86850-86949

Coal – Hart Conv, 40’

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1927, Revision - 1951

• A/B end stencil, nothing else spec’ed

• Not much else

• A few notes on drawing elements…

Simonson Collection



NP 101136-101149, 101143-101149

8000 Gal Tank

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1912, Revision - 1949

• No NORTHERN PACIFIC, Monad or slogan

• 9” reporting mark AND car number – relatively large, with long 1” 
top/bottom lines

• Reporting mark and car number also appear on frame, 4” (Drawing 20045, 
which is standard end reporting mark and car number)

• Lots of Safety/Testing data to the right

• Interesting - 1” white stripes around tankSimonson Collection



NP 101136-101149, 101143-101149

8000 Gal Tank

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1912, Revision - 1949

• 4” reporting mark and car number

• 3” Capy, on end

• 2” “HEATER PIPES…” lettering

Simonson Collection



NP 101150-101159

12000 Gal Tank

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1912, Revision - 1949

• No NORTHERN PACIFIC, Monad or slogan

• 9” reporting mark and car number – relatively large, with long 1” 

top/bottom lines

• Reporting mark and car number also appear on frame, 4” (Drawing 

20045, which is standard end reporting mark and car number)

• Lots of Safety/Testing data to the rightSimonson Collection



NP 101150-101159

12000 Gal Tank

Painting & Stenciling Drawing

Original – 1912, Revision - 1949

• 4” reporting mark and car numbers

• 3” Capy.

• 2” “HEATER PIPES…” lettering

• Included TRUCK SPRING TRAVEL

Simonson Collection



Agenda

• The Basics – 5 minutes

• Lettering Typefaces – 10 minutes

• Painting & Lettering Drawings – 25 minutes

• Intermission – 5 minutes

• Builders Photos – 35 minutes

• Monads – 5 minutes

• NORTHERN PACIFIC – 5 minutes

• Slogans – 5 minutes



1920-1926 ARA Lettering 

Guidelines

• Lots of standards go way back to the 

1920s or earlier; examples…

• 4” end lettering

• 9” reporting marks

• 7” car number

From http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org



1927 ARA Lettering Guidelines

• NP 10,000 series boxcars exhibit much 

of these standards, on initial paint 

scheme

• Sure looking forward to Rapido car!

From http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org


